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JOINT BASE 
CHARLESTON, 
S.C. — Somewhere 

in a small city where 
there are far more 
trees than there are 
people, there is a man 
who woke up with his 
back against the wall. 

He woke up to the so-
bering reality that he 
had a number of goals to 
accomplish and a limited 
amount of time to do so. 
With what seemed like 
an insurmountable num-
ber of trees to chop, he 
could still hear the words of his 
doubters. Those who said:

“You should’ve never left 

your home town;” “You 
weren’t cut out to be a 
logger;” “Your brother 
was always much bet-
ter than you.”

Those words echoed 
in his mind with an in-
cessant resound as he 
rose from his sleep 
and reached for his ax. 
The sun is far from up. 
His doubters are still 
asleep as he raises his 
ax and begins to chop. 

This isn’t the first 
time that he has felt 
this pressure. He has 

been here before. After his 
first few chops, the tree doesn’t 
budge. Despite this reality, he 

continues his consistent chop. 
As he begins to see the wood 
chips fly, it is reassurance to 
him because he knows that it’s 
consistency that will assist him 
as he chases his goal. 

Like a man inspired, he con-
tinues to chop as the tree be-
gins to buckle under the force 
of his swing. As he hears the 
tree snap, he knows there’s 
only one thing left that he can 
do. He wipes the sweat from 
his brow and at the top of his 

Commentary by Antoinette Smith
AIR FORCE GLOBAL STRIKE COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE 
BASE, La. — A little thank 
you goes a long way for some-

one who sacrifices daily to care for 
the patrons who safeguard our na-
tion and fight for our freedom.

Military caregivers are vital. Care-
givers take care of our veterans. It may 
be a spouse whose shoulder an Air-
man with post-traumatic stress disor-
der cries on, the best friend who takes 
his wingman back and forth to physical 
therapy or the nurse at the Veterans Af-
fairs Hospital.

It is heroic to help others for the sake 
of helping others, and Erica Tolbert is 

one of those heroes.
As a Veterans Service representa-

tive, Tolbert says, “It’s such a great joy 
when a veteran gets a disability claim 
approved. … I feel like I achieved a goal 
for the greater good of those who serve.”

As a veteran of the United States 
Navy, a mother and military caregiv-
er, Tolbert is aware of the sacrifice and 
dedication required to serve others.

She adopted President Abraham Lin-
coln’s philosophy when she became a 
caregiver after 10 years of military ser-
vice, making it her goal “to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle and for 
his widow, and his orphan.”

Caregivers are families, friends, 
nurses, next door neighbors or just 
good samaritans who decide to dedi-
cate their time and transform their lives 
to make caring for those who protect us 
a part of their daily routine. According 
to the Veterans Affairs website, there 
are more than 5 million hidden heroes 
across the nation who play an important 
role in the health and well-being of our 
2.4 million veterans.

Military caregivers face challenges 
every day. Some of them have no med-
ical training or medical education and 
are unprepared for the responsibili-
ty that is entrusted to them. They may 
live far from family and loved ones, and 
some have to put their goals for college 
or their career on hold to make time for 

their ward. A sudden change like that 
can be stressful, life altering and even a 
shock. Supporting military caregivers 
with the resources they need is key. 

There are many government pro-
grams available, such as the VA Care-
giver Support Line, VA Peer Support 
Mentoring, Military Veteran Caregiv-
er Network and Wounded Warrior Fam-
ily Support.

Invisible heroes are everywhere; 
they are your neighbors, spouses, par-
ents, children, coworkers and more. 
They are the ones who put forth the ef-
fort to bring joy, care, assistance and 
relief to both past and current service 
members. Their actions should never go 
unrecognized.

Give them the thanks they deserve.

Commentary

Commentary 
by Maj. Wayne 

Leneau Jr.
315TH AIRCRAFT 
MAINTENANCE 

SQUADRON

Give caregivers thanks they deserve for tough job

Commander’s  
Commentary
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U.S. Air Force first respond-
ers from 60th Security Forc-
es Squadron and the 60th Civ-
il Engineer Squadron render a 
salute during a 9/11 Memori-
al Retreat Ceremony Sept. 11 
at Travis Air Force Base.

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch
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Travis AFB, Calif. | 60th Air Mobility Wing

Tailwind The Tailwind is published by the Daily Republic, Fair-
field, California, a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the Tailwind is pre-
pared by the 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs office 
for its Web-based product, the content for the Tailwind is 
edited and prepared for print by the Daily Republic staff.

Content of the Tailwind is not necessarily the official 
view of, nor is it endorsed by the U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air 
Force.

The appearance of advertising in the publication, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of the Air Force or the Daily Republic, of the 
products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in the publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-

tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Correspondence can be sent to the 60th Air Mobili-
ty Wing Public Affairs staff, Tailwind, 400 Brennan Cir-
cle, Bldg. 51, Travis AFB, CA 94535-2150 or emailed to 
60amwpa@us.af.mil.

Deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the following 
Friday’s issue. Swap ads must be brought to Bldg. 51 
by noon Monday for possible print in that Friday’s issue. 
Emailed or faxed Swap Ads are not accepted.

Those on base wishing to receive home delivery of the 
Tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on base circula-
tion, call 425-4646. Correspondence can be sent to: Dai-
ly Republic, 1250 Texas St., Fairfield, CA 94533 or faxed to 
425-5924.

Visit the Travis public web site at http://www.travis.
af.mil. Read the Tailwind online at http://tailwind.daily 
republic.net or by accessing the Travis SharePoint.
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Lumberjack’s persistence serves as sym

Courtesy photo

Maj. Wayne Leneau Jr. poses with an ax.See LENEAU Page 18
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Name: 
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Wuest.

Unit:
60th Air Mobility Wing Command 
Post.

Duty title:
NCO in charge of command and 
control operations reports.

Hometown: 
Chicago.

Time in service: 
12 years.

Family:
Spouse, Lacey; and son, Jaxston.

What are your goals?
Completing my bachelor’s  

degree this year.

What are your hobbies?
Playing the guitar. Traveling the 
local area. Watching all Chicago 
sports broadcasts.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Fatherhood.

U.S. Air Force photo

Civic leader champions support for Travis
Airman 1st Class Amy Younger
60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The old adage goes, “It takes 
a village to raise a child,” and 
the same is true of cultivating 
the defense of a nation. 

While less than 1 percent 
of the population serves in the 
military, the success of the De-
partment of Defense is con-
tingent on the support of the 
remaining 99 percent of Amer-
icans. 

Military advocacy comes in 
all shapes and sizes. However, 
for some, supporting the armed 
forces isn’t philanthropy. It’s a 
lifestyle. 

For one such citizen, Sandy 
Person, every day is an oppor-
tunity to aid her “heroes.”

“I am not like a lot of the 
people that I wanted to emu-
late. I slip up and I swear and 
I say words wrong. … I just do 
better when it’s authentic,” she 
said with a laugh. “When I hear 
something that’s intriguing to 
me, I’m the gal who raises her 
hand and says, ‘Oh, I’m in.’ And 
I have no idea what I signed up 
for, or what it’s about, but that 
has done me very well.”

Person is the industry en-
gagement officer for the Solano 
Economic Development Cor-
poration. She served as presi-
dent of the Travis Community 
Consortium, a regional associ-
ation of businesses and affili-
ated governments advocating 
long-term sustainability at 
Travis AFB, for six years. She 
was also the chair of the Tra-
vis Regional Armed Forces 

Committee, a support organi-
zation to the base, for two years 
and she transitioned from an 
Air Mobility Command-level 
civic leader to an Air Force-lev-
el civic leader in 2018. Her indi-
vidual efforts and advocacy of 
Team Travis have never slowed 
down. 

Person reflected, somewhat 
wistfully, on her first taste of 

military culture. She became 
acquainted with some Navy pi-
lots in her hometown of San Di-
ego in the early ’80s. She was 
awed by what they did and 
wanted to serve, as well, but 
was past the age to enlist. For-
tunately, the stars aligned for 
her in 1984. At that time, a col-
league offered her the opportu-
nity to teach overseas when the 

Navy and Marines began re-
cruiting real estate instructors. 

“Literally two months from 
that day, I was flying on a 
plane to the Middle East for six 
months for a deployment,” said 
the daughter of a Korean War 
veteran. “I had not really had 
experience with the military. 
Suddenly, I am now in the world 
of the Navy and it was ‘wow’... It 

was the joy of the people serv-
ing, and it was evident from 
the get go because, you know, 
we are a volunteer service, and 
you’ve got that sense of pride 
and that servitude heart. I was 
mesmerized by it.”

Fast forward two decades, 
Person became an Honorary 
Commander at Travis with the 
15th Air Mobility Operations 
Squadron in 2007. Getting a 
glimpse of operations only fu-
eled her desire to contribute. 
Subsequently, she stepped into 
the role of AMC civic leader 
in 2012 and pinned on as Air 
Force civic leader in 2018. With 
a broad smile, she gushes about 
how moving through the ranks 
of this role was revelatory. 

“Big Air Force, big responsi-
bility. The seriousness to what 
we represent, it is humbling be-
cause I need to grow and un-
derstand, and that’s the whole 
message. It’s never about an 
isolated endeavor. It’s real-
ly about the big ecosystem of 
need,” Person explained. “The 
Air Force is complex. So, my 
eyes are more open, and that 
curiosity is getting fed all the 
more and I want to share the 
message. Particularly, that we 
need to be better advocates. We 
need to have our voices heard 
with our leaders here, not just 
in the city and county level, but 
at the state and federal level.”

Person is no stranger to 
wearing many hats in support 
of numerous military advoca-
cy organizations and events. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

Sandy Person, left, Air Force-level civic leader, and Heidi Campini, 60th Medical Support Squadron honorary 
commander, participate in a tour through the 60th Aerial Port Squadron warehouse Oct. 12, 2018, Travis Air 
Force Base. Civic leaders and honorary commanders tour the base quarterly to promote relationships with 
Team Travis leadership and communicate mutual interest, challenges and concerns.

See SUPPORT Page 22
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AFH1 
phone app 
available 
on Apple, 
Google Play

Dan Hawkins
AIR EDUCATION AND TRAINING  
COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
Airmen have a new digital op-
tion to stay current on Air 
Force knowledge and to help 
prepare for promotion testing 
with the debut of the Air Force 
Handbook 1 phone application, 
released Sept. 6 by Air Educa-
tion and Training Command 
officials.

The AFH1 app includes 
the “The Air Force Handbook 
1,” and study guide, as well as 
Air Force Instruction 36-2618, 
The Enlisted Force Struc-
ture, known as the “The Lit-
tle Brown Book.”  There is also 
access to the “The Little Blue 
Book” which focuses on the 
profession of arms.  Other tools 
such as flash cards, audio and 
practice tests can also be found 
on the app.

“This is really exciting 
news for Airmen across the Air 
Force as this app helps them 
stay ready from a professional 
development perspective,” said 
Chief Master Sgt. Julie Gud-
gel, command chief of AETC. 
“Whether it’s promotion test-
ing study material, or access to 
general Air Force knowledge 
resources, putting all of these 
valuable resources into the 
hands of our Airmen so they 
can access it any time at no cost 
was the goal.”

At this time, Airmen can 
find the app on both Apple and 
Google Play.

u u u
Editor’s note: The app, 

which can be downloaded on 
both Apple and Android operat-
ing systems, is currently load-
ed with the 2017 version of the 
Air Force Handbook 1, but is 
tentatively set to debut the 2019 
AFH1 edition on Oct. 1.

Pilot returns to flight with one eye
Master Sgt. Michael Crane

139TH AIRLIFT WING

ROSECRANS AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD BASE, 
Mo. — U.S. Air Force Maj. 
Ed Fattmann, a pilot as-
signed to the 180th Airlift 
Squadron, Missouri Air Na-
tional Guard, took his first 
flight Sept. 4 as an aircraft 
commander with one eye.

Fattmann, a resident of 
Platte City who became a 
pilot with the 139th Airlift 
Wing in 2009, lost vision in 
his right eye on July 4, 2012 
when a firework misfired. 
He was placed in duty not 

including flying status.
During the next five 

years, he had 32 procedures 
related to his eye, but ulti-
mately he still had no vision 
in his right eye.

Although he could no 
longer fly as an Airman 
with the Air Force, he could 
fly as a civilian contrac-
tor. According to the Feder-
al Aviation Administration, 
all he would need is a medi-
cal certificate from an FAA 
approved flight doctor and a 
check ride.

He soon conducted a 
check ride with an FAA 
pilot to confirm he could 

perform the necessary 
tasks of flying: navigation, 
communication, flying the 
aircraft, pointing out traf-
fic and landmarks, all the 
things a two-eyed pilot can 
do.

For the next few years, 
he flew various aircraft 
with civilian companies 
with government contracts. 
One of those aircraft was 
the MC-12W with the Okla-
homa Air National Guard. 
He was flying Air Force 
owned aircraft, but as a 
contractor.

In December 2018, the 
Air Force granted a waiver 

for Fattmann to fly again as 
an Airman with the 139th.

He attended aircraft 
commander upgrade train-
ing at Little Rock Air Force 
Base, Arkansas, and be-
came requalified to fly 
the C-130H Hercules air-
craft. He finished the three 
month long training in Au-
gust.

Fattmann took his first 
flight with his home unit 
here this week. 

“It took seven years to 
get back to military flying,” 
said Fattmann. “It’s some-
thing I didn’t know I would 
ever get to do again.”

U.S. Air National Guard photo/Tech. Sgt. Patrick Evenson

Maj. Ed Fattman, a pilot assigned to the 180th Airlift Squadron, Missouri Air National Guard, flies a C-130 Hercules aircraft for the first 
time in military status Sept. 4 in St. Joseph, Miss., after an accident seven years ago left him with sight in only one eye.
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DeCA 
celebrates 
service’s 
birthday

Tamara Eastman
DEFENSE COMMISSARY AGENCY HISTORIAN

FORT LEE, Va. – Military 
commissaries have served the 
men and women of the U.S. Air 
Force since their creation 72 
years ago, so it’s with pride that 
the Defense Commissary Agen-
cy joins with them in observing 
their birthday on Sept. 18. 

“The Air Force’s mission is 
to ‘fly, fight and win in air, space 
and cyberspace,’” said Army 
Command Sgt. Maj. Tomeka 
N. O’Neal, senior enlisted ad-
viser to the DeCA director. “As 
we celebrate their 72nd birth-
day, we are proud to serve active 
duty, reserve and retired Air-
men and their families by deliv-
ering the commissary benefit 
they’ve earned.”

The history of the Air Force 
traces back to the Army Air 
Forces, the aerial warfare ser-
vice component of the U.S. 
Army during and immediately 
after World War II. 

On Sept. 18, 1947, the modern 
day Air Force was born when W. 
Stuart Symington, who had pre-
viously been the assistant secre-
tary of War for Air, was sworn in 
as secretary of the newly creat-
ed branch of the armed forces. 

Upon its creation, the Air 
Force inherited all of the Army 
Air Forces facilities includ-
ing their commissaries. The 
branch’s 181 commissaries were 
initially supplied by the U.S. 
Army Quartermaster Corps 
until 1976, when the Air Force 
Commissary Service, aka AF-
COMS, was formed. 

AFCOMS ran the Air Force 
commissaries from its head-
quarters at Kelly Air Force 
Base, Texas. 

In 1990, Congress and the 
Defense Department decided to 
consolidate the individual ser-
vice commissary systems. With 
the formation of the Defense 

See BIRTHDAY Page 18

Wright emphasizes connections
Mark Wyatt

66TH AIR BASE GROUP PUBLIC AFFAIRS

HANSCOM AIR FORCE 
BASE, Mass. — Chief Master 
Sgt. of the Air Force Kaleth O. 
Wright spoke about resilience 
and leadership topics during a 
town hall Sept. 6.

More than 400 Airmen from 
Hanscom AFB, as well as other 
invited Airmen from geographi-
cally separated units, listened as 
Wright touched on those topics 
and answered questions.

During the hour-long session 
in Hanscomb’s AFB Aero Club 
hangar, Wright spoke in length 
about the rise in suicides across 
the Air Force.

“This issue, not figurative-
ly -- but literally, keeps me up at 
night,” he said.

He highlighted a closed Face-
book group called Air Force 
Wingman Outreach, which, ac-
cording to the page, is “for peo-
ple to reach out, tell their sto-
ries.”

“There are about 30,000 Air-
men … giving their testimonies 
about how they’re seen, how 
they’re feeling, what they’re bat-
tling, their stresses, their de-
pression (and) their anxiety,” 
he said.

He asked those in atten-
dance, “Do you know what your 
Airmen are saying?” That was a 
critical point: that connectivity 

is the main differentiator, the 
thing that can prevent the down-
ward spiral that can form when 
an Airman feels isolated.

The 18th Chief Master Ser-
geant of the Air Force addressed 
the need for leaders at all levels 
to think about what they can do.

“Some of this just comes 
down to being good humans,” 
Wright said. “Let’s all commit to 
doing just a little bit better.”

Other topics he addressed 
were ones Airmen may see in 
the coming months.

“We’re close to having a pro-
vision in the AFI (Air Force In-
struction), with some help from 
the Joint Staff and Congress, so 
commanders can grant a little 

bit of time (for Airmen) to take 
for themselves and their fami-
lies for the purpose of bereave-
ment,” Wright said.

He spoke about indefinite en-
listments with provisions for 
those Airmen with more than 12 
years of service.

“Once most people hit 12 
years, they’re pretty well vested 
in the United States Air Force,” 
Wright said.

The chief also discussed mili-
tary retention of non-deployable 
service members, which repre-
sents less than 5 percent of the 
force, he noted. Wright encour-
aged attendees to keep “your 
teammates mission ready.”

See CONNECTIONS Page 18

Tour welcomes teen with passion for military

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Christian Conrad

U.S. Airmen from the 60th Civil Engineer Squadron Explosive Ordnance Disposal flight, show Caleb Smith, a local teen with a 
degenerative heart disease, the effects of a controlled explosion on a deactivated munition shell Sept. 9 at the EOD flight’s detonation 
facility at Travis Air Force Base. Born with five heart defects, Smith had his first heart surgery at 2 months old, though he said his 
condition has never slowed him down from enjoying his life as an active teenager. 
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Benicia Grill II
KARAOKE
NOW WED, 

THURS, 
FRI & SAT 

NIGHT!

Monday - Friday

ANY ITEM
on Special Menu

$9.99

Happy
Hour

ld

 
FREE 
Wed-Sat 4pm-8pm

Special 

$699
Mon-Fri 6am-9am

Up to $7.00 value. One coupon per 
table. Not good with any other offers 

or on Senior menu items. Must present 
coupon. Offer expires 9/30/19. 

Ordered from Special Breakfast Menu. 
Not good with any other offers. Must 

present coupon.Offer expires 9/30/19. 

Age 11 and under. 2 children per adult 
entree ordered. 1 child menu item per 

child. Not good with any other offers. Must 
present coupon. Offer expires 9/30/19. 

 

KARAOKE

 

FREE
Of equal or lesser value. With 

the purchase of 2 drinks.

Sunday thru Wednesday 

Karaoke  
with Matty

Thursday 
Original  

Rock Bands
Friday  

Band at Hand
Saturday  

Off the Record

9:30 - 1:30 Every Evening

321 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 451-4049

PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

58 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun Ci
429-4861

TMJ
Problems?

Hunters finish flying Dorian
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Carranza

403RD WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

KEESLER AIR FORCE 
BASE, Miss. — The Air Force 
Reserve’s 53rd Weather Recon-
naissance Squadron, aka Hur-
ricane Hunters, have flown 25 
missions, from Aug. 25 to their 
last, Sept. 6, in support of Hur-
ricane Dorian.

Operations began with three 
WC-130J aircrafts and one C-
130J Super Hercules aircraft 
from the 403rd Wing depart-
ing Keesler Air Force Base, 
Aug. 25, for Curaçao to provide 
weather reconnaissance sup-
port of what was then Tropical 
Storm Dorian.

The three weather crews, 
assigned to the 53rd WRS, had 
been flying fixed missions out 
of Curaçao the night of Aug. 26, 
said Maj. Kendall Dunn, 53rd 
WRS pilot. The tactical air-
lift crew, assigned to the 815th 
Airlift Squadron, carried ex-
tra cargo and aircraft parts to 
support the weather aircraft, 
he added.

A fixed mission is when the 

aircraft collects weather data 
such as temperature, wind 
speed, wind direction, humid-
ity and surface pressure. Air-
crews fly through the eye of a 
storm four to six times to lo-
cate the low-pressure center 
and circulation of the storm. 

During each pass through the 
eye, crews release a dropsonde, 
which collects weather data on 
its descent to the ocean sur-
face, specifically gathering 
data on the surface winds and 

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Christopher Carranza

A WC-130J Super Hercules aircraft from the 53rd Weather 
Reconnaissance Squadron, aka Hurricane Hunters, taxis along the 
flight line Sept. 5 at Keesler Air Force Base, Miss., after completing its 
mission into Hurricane Dorian. The Hurricane Hunters flew 25 missions 
in support of Dorian. 

See HUNTERS Page 22
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Captain 
follows 
father’s 
footsteps

Airman 1st Class Jayden Ford
19TH AIRLIFT WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

LITTLE ROCK AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ark. — Every 
box is checked and the crew is 
ready to go. The familiar hum 
of a C-130J engine begins to fill 
the cockpit as the plane slow-
ly creeps forward, inch by inch. 

They reach the runway, 
and the plane’s rotors begin to 
spin vigorously as it darts for-
ward. Within a few moments, 
the Herk is gliding gracefully 
through the air.

U.S. Air Force Capt. John 
Rebolledo, 62nd Airlift Squad-
ron C-130J instructor pilot, 
feels great pride in achieving 
his childhood dream of becom-
ing a C-130 pilot.

Rebolledo knew he want-
ed to be behind the controls of 
a C-130 from a young age. He 
grew up around the rich histo-
ry and traditions of Herk Na-
tion.

“My dad was a C-130A-mod-
el crew chief in Vietnam, so I 
grew up hearing all the stories 
about tactical airlift and about 
how great the C-130 was – and 
still is today,” Rebolledo said. 
“Once I decided I wanted to be 
a pilot, I knew I wanted to fly a 
Herk.”

After graduating high 
school, Rebolledo attended the 
Air Force Academy for four 
years in hopes of achieving his 
dream of flying. Upon gradu-
ation from the academy, Re-
bolledo was given a pilot train-
ing allocation where he would 
finally achieve his dream. This 
came with a few obstacles, in-
cluding getting air sick during 
the first half of the course.

“This was the first time I 
thought I might not end up be-
ing a pilot,” Rebolledo said. 
“Eventually, a lot of perse-
verance and discipline with 

See FOOTSTEPS Page 19



Staff Sgt. Quay Drawdy
AIR UNIVERSITY PUBLIC AFFAIRS

MAXWELL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ala. — An Air Force 
Reserve member was working 
in a civilian capacity in Odes-
sa, Texas, Aug. 31, and helped 
provide life-saving first-aid to 
a woman suffering from three 
gunshot wounds.

Lt. Col. Nathaniel Ott, an in-
structor in Air University’s Le-
May Center Joint Integration 
directorate, was working as 
an emergency room physician 
when he heard a “pop” from 
outside. Ott walked toward the 
nurses’ station, heard three 
more distinctive “pop” sounds 
and stepped outside to see a 
vehicle with nearby police at-
tempting to assist the driver.

“I ran out across the field to 
where the vehicle was and, in 
the driver’s seat, was a young 
woman who had been shot from 
the passenger side; there were 
holes in the passenger side of 
her car,” Ott said. “She was 
bleeding pretty profusely and 
her arm had been broken.”

A paramedic on the scene 
had put a tourniquet on her arm 
to help control the bleeding. Ott 
assessed her condition and con-
cluded the victim needed to be 
transported to a trauma center. 

He knew a blood transfusion 
was the only way to save her 
life and the ER where he was 
working is not equipped with 
blood products or trauma sur-
geons.

One of the officers on the 
scene asked Ott if they should 
wait for an ambulance or get the 
victim into her police cruiser. 

The pair decided the victim 
couldn’t wait and needed to be 
transported immediately. While 
the officer and paramedic were 
assisting the victim, Ott ran 
back into the ER, grabbed IV 
components, brought a nurse 
with him and began working 
to turn the cruiser into an im-
promptu ambulance.

“Ambulances have a lot of 
restrictions on what they can 
do if there’s an active-shooter 
situation and the police don’t, 
so that allowed the patient to 
get to the hospital quickly,” 
Ott said. “We then worked on 
transferring the patient. She 
was pretty weak and could 
only sort of stand up with us 
providing support. We got her 
into the back seat of the cruis-
er and the paramedic got into 
the other side, began work-
ing on getting an IV in and the 
cruiser took off.”

Despite the shooter having 
left the area initially, the group 
wasn’t completely safe.

“While we were working 
on getting the patient trans-
ferred, the shooter drives by 
in front of us, maybe 30 feet 
away,” said Ott. “Fortunately, 
he wasn’t shooting at that time 
and there were quite a few po-
lice officers chasing him. It 
was chaotic - It’s one of those 
things you don’t really think 
about in that moment; you just 
sort of go and focus on your 
task.”

After passing by, the shoot-
er pulled into a parking lot 
right next to the facility Ott 
was working in.

“We had patients in our ER 

and a police officer said, ‘Hey, 
you can’t go back there,’ and 
we told him, ‘Look, we have 
patients we have to take care 
of,’” Ott said. “They let us take 
a circuitous route around the 
gunfire to get back.”

The victim made it to the 
hospital and was in recovery.

Following the event, Ott 
made a point of taking care of 
what was important in his own 
life.

“What was next for me was 
wanting to hug my wife, Terah, 
and our five kiddos,” said Ott. 
“They were out of town at the 
time and took a few days to 
get back, but it just felt so good 
to hold them. It puts things in 
perspective.”

Before his transition from 
active duty to the Air Force 
Reserve, Ott served 13 years 
as an F-16 Fighting Falcon pi-
lot. He then went to medical 
school and became an emer-
gency physician.

“I can definitely say that 
training as a fighter pilot and 
then a year getting mortared 
in Iraq developed in me the 
ability to focus on a task and 
not worry about what else is 
going on,” Ott said. “Just focus 
on getting the job done in spite 
of everything else.”
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Dr. Nathaniel Ott, an Air Force Reserve instructor in Air University’s 
LeMay Center Joint Integration directorate, stands at his civilian-
capacity career as an emergency room physician in Odessa, Texas.

Airman saves life amidst mass shooting Order aims to boost access to mental health resources
David Vergun

DEFENSE.GOV

WASHINGTON — An exec-
utive order signed last year by 
President Donald J. Trump has 
already been especially helpful 
in transitioning service mem-
bers, said Karin Orvis, Defense 
Suicide Prevention Office di-
rector.

Orvis spoke at the 2019 Vet-
erans Affairs/Department of 
Defense Suicide Prevention 
Conference in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, Aug. 29.

Executive Order 13822, 
“Supporting Our Veterans 
During Their Transition From 

Uniformed Service to Civilian 
Life,” directs the departments 
of Defense, Veterans Affairs 
and Homeland Security “to 
come together and ensure we 
have seamless access to mental 
health care and suicide preven-
tion resources for transitioning 
service members and recent 
veterans, particularly during 
their first year of transition af-
ter separation or retirement,” 
she said.

The first year of transition is 
particularly stressful for many 
service members, Orvis noted.

After the executive order 
was signed, the three depart-
ments drafted a joint action 

plan that contained 16 initia-
tives, she said, noting that 10 
initiatives have already been 
completed.

The plan has two broad 
goals:

• First is to ensure all tran-
sitioning service members and 
veterans are aware of and un-
derstand the mental health re-
sources available to them.

• Second is meeting the 
needs of at-risk service mem-
bers and veterans, to include 
improving mental health care 
and suicide prevention servic-
es, particularly for those identi-
fied as high risk.

Orvis provided two 

examples:
The Transition Assistance 

Program has been enhanced 
to include information on VA 
benefits, she said, particularly 
mental health resources for the 
first year after separation and 
beyond. TAP provides informa-
tion, training and resources to 
service members as they plan 
to transition from the military 

into civilian life.
Also as part of TAP, there’s 

also now a facilitated registra-
tion in the VA health care sys-
tem that walks service mem-
bers through the process of 
registering for VA benefits, Or-
vis said.

TAP also focuses on provid-
ing psychosocial help, including 
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We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

See RESOURCES Page 18
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Travis hosts walk, ceremony to remember 9/11

1) Children participate in the Remembrance Day Freedom Walk Sept. 11 at Travis Air 
Force Base. The walk commemorated those who died on 9/11. 2) U.S. Air Force first 
responders from 60th Security Forces Squadron and the 60th Civil Engineer Squadron 
retire the colors Sept. 11 during a 9/11 Memorial Retreat Ceremony at Travis. The 
ceremony honored the victims of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, and the first 
responders who risked and lost their lives to save them. 3) Lt. Col. John Dalomba, 60th 
Medical Operations Squadron flight commander, delivers remarks during the 9/11 
Memorial Retreat Ceremony. 4) American flags are handed out to children attending the 
Remembrance Day Freedom Walk Sept. 11 at Travis. 5) Staff Sgts. Mark Morales, 60th 
Security Forces Squadron installation patrol, and Martina Shannon-Young, 60th MDOS 
mental health technician, fold the flag during the retreat ceremony.U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Cameron Otte

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Cameron OtteU.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch
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Family Advocacy Parent/Child play 
groups. Toddlers to the Max play group for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to  
11 a.m. Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel 
Annex. The Rattles to Raspberries play group for 
infants 8 weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. For 
more information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress 
Peer Support Group. Meets from noon to  
1 p.m. the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center and from  
1 to 2 p.m. the third Thursday of each month at 
The Peak. For more information, contact Amber 
Quirate and Jessica Soto at 501-231-7756 or 
email travsopcombatptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government 
no-fee passports must now include: 1) A 
photocopy of Military Identification Card front 
and back; 2) Passport photo taken in the past 
six months; 3) Supporting document(s), proof 
of U.S. citizenship certified copy with state or 
county seal, if it involved a name change submit 
a court order or marriage certificate. Passport 
application cannot be handwritten and printed 
back to back and must be completed online 
with 2D barcode at website https://pptform.
state.gov and/or https://travel.state.gov. For 
more information, call 707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit  
a Hometown News Release, visit  
https://jhns.release.dma.mil/public and fill out 
the information.

Mare Island Museum. Open 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturdays. 1100 Railroad Ave. in Vallejo. 
For more information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
closed Sunday.

MPF self-renewal program. Did you 
know that dependents can now renew their ID 
cards online? To participate in this program, visit 
http://bit.ly/2mR1gI2. This program is limited 
only for renewing dependents’ IDs. For all other 
services, visit MPF during duty hours or 
call 707-424-8483.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 
more than 10 hours of care per week in their 

homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, does 
not apply to medical establishments, applying 
for government-issued, no-fee passport and 
other U.S. government agencies in the 
performance of official government business. 
This requirement does not apply to minors ages 
16 or younger. However, it applies to sponsors. 
For more information, call 707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association meets 
at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Delta Breeze Club. For more information, call 
Mark Raymond at 707-416-5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It is 
the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve. If you 
would like to apply for a volunteer slot and have 
three hours or more to give, call 707-424-3905.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as 
well as adults ages 18 or older who train and 
serve as the volunteer component of the total 
force. UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 
241-B -2. Open to all students with a 2.0 or 
higher grade-point average. For more 
information, contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 
707-424-3996 or recruiting@squadron22-cap.
us, visit during a UTA or check out http://
squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Air Force Base Heritage Center. 
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, Building 80, 461 Burgan Blvd., Travis 
Air Force Base. Escorts required for general 
public, call center to arrange. Free. 424-5598, 
www.travisheritagecenter.org.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney and 
notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 
walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills and 
retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 to 
make an appointment.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. The 
following Travis employees are approved as leave 
recipients through the Voluntary Leave Transfer 
Program:

•  John Butler, Special Tactics Training 
Squadron.

•  Neftaly Clark, 1st Special Operations 
Force Support Squadron.

•  Rabiye Hamilton, Travis AFB Commis-
sary.

•  Mark Holmes, 10th Contracting 
Squadron.

•  Dina Patterson-Steward, 60th Aerial Port 
Squadron.

•  Jason Perkins, Grand Forks AFB.
•  Gina Silva, Air Force Academy 

headquarters.
•  Maria Thammasen, 60th Force Support 

Squadron
•  Dennis Weaver, Air Force Manpower 

Agency.
The VLTP allows an employee who has a 

medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 3 p.m. the third Saturday of 
the month at the Airman and Family Readiness 
Center.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch at 
the Travis AFB USO Bldg. 1348. Served from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For active duty, 
Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

Benicia Farmers Market. 4 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday through Oct. 24, First Street between 
B and D streets. www.beniciamainstreet.org.

Dixon Scottish Games. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sept. 28, Dixon May Fairgrounds, 655 S. First 
St. www.scotsdixon.org.

Fairfield Farmers Market and 
Thursday on the Green. 3 p.m. Thursday, 
through Oct. 4, Jefferson and Texas streets. 
www.fairfieldmainstreet.com.

Greek Festival. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sept. 
22, noon to 6 p.m. Sept. 22, Sts. Constantine 
and Helen Greek Orthodox Church, 1224 
Alabama St., Vallejo. www.stscah.com.

Party on the Patio. Music begins at 5:30 
p.m.: Whiskey & Honey, Sept. 19; Outta Kontrol, 
Sept. 26; Iron Grill & Bar, 700 Main St., Suisun 
City. www.facebook.com/castirongrillandbar.

“Sounds of Suspense.” Radio broadcast, 
noon fourth Friday of each month, Vacaville 
Public Library-Town Square, 1 Town Square 
Place. Free. www.solanolibrary.com.

Third Thursday Night Market. 5 to 8:30 
p.m. through September, Andrews Park, Vacaville. 
Free admission. www.downtownvacaville.com.

Vacaville Farmers Market. 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, through October, Creekwalk 
Plaza at Andrews Park. www.vacavillefarmers-
market.com.

Vallejo Art Walk. 5 to 10 p.m. second 
Friday of each month, downtown Vallejo. Free 
admission. www.vallejoartwalk.com.

Vallejo Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays, year-round, Georgia and Marin 
streets. www.pcfma.com.

Vintage Market. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
third Saturday, St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, 101 West St., Vacaville. 925-978-6989.

Music and dance
City Sports Bar and Grill. Music begins 

at 9 p.m.: Johnny Favorite, Sept. 13; Two20 
Band, Sept. 14; Strange Brew, Sept. 20; 7155 
Browns Valley Parkway, Vacaville. 455-7827, 
www.starsrecreation.com.

Downtown Theatre. Aretha Franklin 
Tribute, 8 p.m. Oct. 12; 1035 Texas St., 
Fairfield. www.downtowntheatre.com.

Empress Theatre. Classical recital, 8 
p.m. Sept. 12; Visions of the Wild film 
screenings, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 13, 3 and 7:30 
p.m. Sept. 14; Groove Nova, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 
18; Kalimba: Tribute to Earth, Wind and Fire, 8 
p.m. Sept. 21; Real Imposters, 5 p.m. Sept. 22; 
AJ Crawdaddy, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 25; 330 Virginia 
St., Vallejo. 552-2400, www.empresstheatre.
org.

First Street Cafe. Americana Songbook, 
8 p.m. Sept. 14; Bryan Girard, 2 p.m. Sept. 15; 
Parts & Labor, 7 p.m. Sept. 20; Open mic, 7 
p.m. Sept. 21; Bryan Girard, 2 p.m. Sept. 22; 
440 First St., Benicia. 745-1400, www.
firststreetcafe.com.

Lucca Bar & Grill. Papa Joe & The New 
Deal, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 13; Ken Cooper, 1 p.m. 
Sept. 14; Hog Dog Chicken, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 
14; Bizzy Lewis, 3 p.m. Sept. 15; The 
Tuneriders, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 19; Chris James & 
The Showdowns, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 20; John 
Paul Hodge, 1 p.m. Sept. 21; Soulful Security, 
6:30 p.m. Sept. 22; Killbilles, 3 p.m. Sept. 22; 
436 First St., Benicia. www.luccabar.com.

The Rellik. Stephanie Teel Band, 8:30 
p.m. Sept. 13; Dakila, 8:30 p.m. Sept. 14; 
Toree McGee, 6 p.m. Sept. 18; The Landbirds, 
8:30 p.m. Sept. 21; 726 First St., Benicia. www.
therelliktavern.com.

Sardine Can. Jazz music, from 5 to 8 
p.m.: Ron Burris, Sept. 15; Nick Phillips, Sept. 
22; 0 Harbor Way, Vallejo. www.vallejosardine-
can.com.

Vacaville Jazz Festival. Sept. 20-22, 
downtown and Nut Tree Village, Vacaville. www.
vacajazzsociety.org.

Vacaville Performing Arts Theatre. 
Paula Poundstone, 8 p.m. Sept. 21; Life in the 
Fast Lane: Eagles Tribute, 4 p.m. Sept. 29; 1010 
Ulatis Drive. 469-4013, www.vpat.net.

Vallejo Jazz Society. Soul Sauce, 5 p.m. 
Sept. 15, Empress Theatre, 330 Virginia 
St., Vallejo. https://vallejojazzsociety.net..

Theater
“Madama Butterfly.” 7:30 p.m.Sept. 14, 

3 p.m. Sept. 15, Bay Terrace Theatre, 51 
Daniels Ave., Vallejo. www.verismoopera.org

“She Loves Me.” 8 p.m. Sept. 13-14, Sept. 
20-21, Sept. 27-28, 2 p.m. Sept. 21-22, 6 p.m.  
Sept. 15, Sept. 22, Sept. 29, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 
26, Downtown Theatre, 1035 Texas St., 
Fairfield. www.downtowntheatre.com.

News Notes
Retiree Appreciation Day. 8 a.m. to 2 

p.m. Oct. 26 at the David Grant USAF Medical 
Center auditorium. This event supports and 
recognizes more than 65,000 retirees and family 
members by providing a venue to connect them 
with the services they need and to also see what 
the Air Force has been up to since they retired.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon 
appointment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration required. 6 to 7 p.m., quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. 

first Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to  

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 

RE Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday 
and Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 

p.m. Monday through Thursday, except for 
federal holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament services: 9 and noon Sunday 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., 
Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other inquiries, call LDS  

Military relations representatives at 707-535-
6979.

Protestant
First Street Chapel

• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Sunday.

• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Sunday.

• Children’s Ministry is provided for 
6-month-olds through fifth grade.

• Protestant Men of the Chapel, 6-8 p.m. 
every second and third Tuesday of the month at 
First Street Chapel Annex, vice 8-9 a.m. first 
Saturday of the month.

• Moms group. Jesus Cares ministry, 
EFMP children’s ministry, 4:30-6:30 p.m., every 
third Saturday of the month at First Street 

Chapel Annex.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel:  
9:30 to 11 a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 to 11 

a.m. Sunday.
Airmen’s Ministry Center

• The Peak is open from 5:30 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Friday at Bldg. 1348. 
Home-cooked meal from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Tuesdays followed by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel 

programs, call Twin Peaks Chapel at 
707-424-3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel 
brief or request information on joining AFOSI, 
report to Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send 
correspondence to AFOSI Detachment 303, 
510 Airlift CR, Travis AFB, 94535. For more 
information, call 707-424-3115 or DSN: 
837-3115.

Air Force Recruiting Office. Now open 
at the Solano Town Center mall. Learn more 
about what the Air Force has to offer, such as up 
to 100-percent tuition assistance, 30 days paid 
vacation per year, free medical and dental care, 
tax-free housing and food allowance and much 
more. Contact Tech. Sgt. George Yardley at 
707-889-3088 or stop by the office located at 
1350 Travis Blvd., Suite P2, Fairfield, in the 
Solano mall.

Air Force Sergeants Association 
“Walter E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General 
membership meetings are at 2 p.m. on the 
second Friday of each month at Wingman’s in 
the Delta Breeze Club and include a free 
breakfast. For more information, contact Master 

Sgt. Reynoldo Rios or Master Sgt. Rosel Agapay.
Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
and 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. 
For more information, call 707-424-8740 or visit 
the Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the 
third Thursday of the month in the diabetic 
education classroom on the first floor in Internal 
Medicine at David Grant USAF Medical Center. 
For more information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile 
phone users must dial 707-424-4911 if they 
have an emergency on base. Those using 
government or home phones can call 911. For 
more information, call the Travis Air Force Base 
Fire Prevention Office at 707-424-3683.

Base illicit discharge number. To report 
sewage/water leaks or illegal dumping, call 
707-424-2575. For hazardous chemical/
material spills, call the base emergency 
numbers.

Civilian Health Promotion Services. Will 
perform free wellness screenings from 7:30 to 
9:30 a.m. every Monday for all DoD federal 
civilians. Screenings include cholesterol, glucose, 
blood pressure and body composition analysis. 
For more information, visit www.AFMCwellness.
com or contact CHPS at 707-424-CHPS 
or CHPSTravis@foh.hhs.gov.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a live, 
trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”
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“NEWS NOTES” BRIEFS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO 60AMWPA@US.AF.MIL SEVEN DAYS BEFORE THE EVENT DATE. CALL THE 60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE COMMAND INFO SECTION AT 424-2011 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

In the next week . . .

fr
i Ag & Art Film Festival. 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 13, Deville 
Theatre, 308 Main St., 
Vacaville, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m 
Sept. 14, Deville Theatre, 10:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept, 15, 
Vacaville Opera House, 560 

Main St., Vacaville. www.agandartfilmfesti-
val.com.

“The Day the Music Died.” 6:30 
p.m. Sept. 13, Vacaville Public Library-
Town Square, 1 Town Square Place. www.
solanolibrary.com.

Film Club. “California on Fire” and 
“Wilder Than Wild,” 7:30 p.m. Sept. 13; 
“Wild Child,” 12 short films, 3 p.m. Sept. 
14; Wild and Scenic Film Festival, 7:30 

p.m. Sept. 14; Empress Theatre, 330 
Virginia St., Vallejo. www.empresstheatre.
org.

sa
t 20th Annual Art, Wine & 

Beer Stroll. 4 to 8 p.m. Sept. 
14, downtown Vacaville. www.
downtownvacaville.com.

Wine Walk. 1 to 5 p.m. Sept. 14, 
downtown Benicia. www.beniciamain-
street.org.

tu
e Folklorico Juvenil. 6:30 p.m. 

Sept. 17, Vacaville Public 
Library-Town Square, 1 Town 
Square Place. www.
solanolibrary.com.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Blinded by the Light” (PG-13)
• 9:30 p.m. “Good Boys” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “Dora and the   
 Lost City of Gold” (PG)
• 9 p.m. “Scary Stories    
 to Tell in the Dark” (PG-13)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “The Angry Birds Movie 2” (PG)

Retiree Corner
Patrons can save on critical 
emergency supplies

In September, National 
Preparedness Month high-
lights the importance of 
being ready for emergen-
cies. It’s a message service 
members and their families 
should take to heart, said 
Tracie Russ, the Defense 
Commissary Agency’s di-
rector of sales. 

Through Oct. 31, DeCA’s 
severe weather prepared-
ness promotional package 
offers various items at re-
duced prices. This pack-
age includes: beef jerky 
and other assorted meat 
snacks, soup and chili mix-
es, canned goods, powdered 
milk, cereals, batteries, air-
tight bags and more. To 
read more, visit the DeCA 
website.
— Defense Commissary Agency
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STR8TS
No. 455 Tough

7 6 5 3 4
7 8 4 6 2 5 3 1

7 8 6 5 3 2 4
6 7 8 4 2 3
5 3 4 7 8 1 2

4 3 7 8
1 2 7 9 8

4 2 5 1 3 6 9 8 7
3 1 2 4 5 6

2

1
5

9
6

4

7

How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

4
3 8 1 5

2 9 3 7
5 1 8

4 5 6 2 3
6 3 2

6 9 3 8
5 1 3 4
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1 6 2 7 4 5 9 8 3
8 7 9 2 1 3 6 5 4
3 4 5 6 8 9 7 1 2
5 9 7 1 3 4 2 6 8
6 3 8 5 7 2 4 9 1
4 2 1 9 6 8 5 3 7
9 1 4 8 5 7 3 2 6
2 8 3 4 9 6 1 7 5
7 5 6 3 2 1 8 4 9

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 455 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

Puzzles

Swap Ads
For rent

3/2 home, very clean, 3 mins. to Travis. Living room, dining room, family room, fire place, dish-
washer, microwave, custom draperies. Top-of-the-line carpet. 3 patios. A/C. No pets, no Sec. 8. 
$2,000 plus deposit. 707-425-5679.

CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 



CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

September 13, 2019 tailwind   15Air Force

15

Airman Kiaundra Miller
92ND AIR REFUELING WING

FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE 
BASE, Wash. — A KC-135 
Stratotanker and Airmen 
from the 384th Air Refuel-
ing Squadron at Fairchild Air 
Force Base, performed aeri-
al refueling with two F/A-18C 
Hornets from the Marine Air-
craft Group 31 while flying 
over Georgia, Aug. 27.

The refueling showcased 
the importance of partner-
ships, as the Air Force and 
the Marine Corps further 
trained their capability to 
work as a team.

“(Air refueling) allows us 
to leverage each other’s ca-
pabilities to get us to the fight 
and to stay in the fight,” said 
Marine Corps Capt. Matthew 
Hamtak, Marine Fighter At-
tack Squadron 251 assistant 
operations officer.

Joint partnerships are es-
pecially important to the 

military because it allows 
each branch to lean on one an-
other for support in accom-
plishing the mission.

“Joint partnerships are 
what makes mission accom-
plishments possible,” said Air 
Force Capt. Jonathon O’Neill, 
384th ARS aircraft com-
mander. “No one service can 
act on (their) own.”

Joint service experiences 
are developed through mis-
sions such as this. Those ex-
periences in turn allow them 
to efficiently and quickly per-
form air refueling from ei-
ther the KC-135, or the KC-10 
Extender in the future with 
more time to focus on their 
mission.

“The Air Force has pret-
ty valuable and important re-
sources, especially in regards 
to air refueling,” Hamtak 
said. “I mean you have KC-
135s and KC-10s; you have the 

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman Kiaundra Miller

A KC-135 Stratotanker from Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash., refuels a Marine Corps F/A-18C Hornet from 
Marine Aircraft Group 31 while flying Aug. 27 over Georgia. The refueling shows the strength of the joint 
partnership between the two branches, which enables Rapid Global Mobility for the United States. See REFUEL Page 18

Pilot: ‘Partnerships vital to mission’

Fairchild tankers refuel Marine aircraft
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For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or 
email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

BAPTIST

EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one else; 
for there is no other name under heav-
en that has been given among men by 

which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

Southern Baptist Convention

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
707-448-5430

www.tbcvacaville.com
Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor

Sunday:
Worship Service & Bible Study ................9:00 am
Worship Service & Bible Study ............. 10:30 am
Evening Worship & Prayer ....................... 5:00 pm

Wednesday:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May)..................................... 6:00 pm
Youth .................................................................. 6:00 pm
Choir ....................................................................6:30 am 
Bible Study ......................10:00 am, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm
A home for Military families since 1960

ISLAM

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

1127 Davis Street, Vacaville
707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, 

Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 12:00noon

707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org  for more information

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
of LATTER DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 0900 and 1200

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

(1st Floor North entrance)
Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

Islamic Center of 
Fairfield

1945 Kidder Ave., Fairfield, CA. 94533

“THERE IS NO DEITY WORTHY OF 
WORSHIP EXCEPT ALLAH (GOD)”

Imam: Faridbeg Mirza
(707) 688-3999

Friday - Jumuah Service
English Lecture: 1:00PM

Khutbah: 1:30PM

*Daily Prayer Schedule
Fajr-Dhuhr-Asr-Maghrib-Isha

*Actual prayer times are listed in  
Website-Download Section.

http://www.fairfieldmasjid.com
Email: Fairfieldmajid@gmail.com

Islamic School
Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs: 4:00-5:30PM

***ALL ARE WELCOME***
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LUTHERAN NON-DENOMINATIONALNON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Ryan Brewer

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Anne Choy
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CelCelelelll bbebebrebrebr titiatiatiatiatingngngng oourourour ononononeneeneeneenessssssss hhhohohohononornornoriiinginginging oououou dddr dr dr diii eiveiveiversrsirsirsitt

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684
Sunday Services:

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

mychurch@gobethany.com

Worship Services:
Sunday: 10:00am with Bible Studies 
and Sunday School for all ages at 9:00am
Fellowship: 11:15am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Dann Ettner
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
mypreschool@gobethany.com

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

myschool@gobethany.com
www.gobethany.com

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or 
email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net
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“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics & Staff

2611 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292
1411 Oliver Road , Fairfield, (707) 428-3200

www.scott-ortho.com

OrthodonticsOrthodontics

LaTonya Winkfield  
BROKER/OWNER DRE# 01402379
707.590.8754  tonya.winkfield@gmail.com

Shauntel Jacob  
REALTOR® DRE# 01937007
678.485.2703  shaunteljacob@gmail.com
www.winkfieldrealty.com

COUPON

50% OFF
1st MONTH

Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 9/30/19.

voice yells, “timberrrrrr!,” as 
the first tree bows down to the 
force of his will.

Much like that lumberjack, 
we all face challenges that may 
seem insurmountable as we 
pursue our goals. The voices 
of our doubters and of our past 
try to drown out our attempts 
of changing the narrative. 

They try to negate each step 
we take toward rewriting our 
future. 

However, like that nameless 
man, we must say to our haters, 
“Go get my ax!” and don’t stop 
swinging your ax until they 
hear you yell, “timber!”

Leneau
From Page 2

During the question and an-
swer period, Wright discussed 
uniforms, the Developmental 
Special Duty Program and the 
enlisted performance report pro-
cess.

“Performance reporting is 
designed to help leaders, at 
some point, make management 
decisions,” he said. “Maybe 
five years from now, somebody 
will pull it out and determine if 
she should be a recruiter, she 
should be promoted to chief 
(or) she should be the com-
mander’s exec.”

Connections
From Page 5

Commissary Agency on Oct. 1, 
1991, service commissaries – 
411 stores in all – fell under DOD 
control. 

Today, the commissary ben-
efit has remained one of the key 
reasons for enlisting and reen-
listing in the armed forces be-
cause of its potential to provide 
patrons savings of thousands 
of dollars each year compared 
to shopping in civilian grocery 
stores.

“Since 1947 the United 
States Air Force has estab-
lished a superb record of hon-
or, valor and sacrifice, serv-
ing honorably during and after 
the Cold War, during the Kore-
an War, Vietnam War and the 
Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,” 
O’Neal said. 

Birthday
From Page 5

peer support, for individu-
als at high risk and in need of 
support, she said.

Other areas of the program 
focus on identifying and as-
sisting veterans who might 
be at risk for homelessness, in 
need of transportation or as-
sistance with unemployment 
benefits, Orvis said.

There’s also now a man-
datory separation health as-
sessment included in TAP 
that must be completed 
by all transitioning service 

members no later than 180 
days before their separation 
date, she said.

The assessment includes a 
mental health component.

Second, Military One-
Source availability has been 
extended. It was originally of-
fered to service members for 
only up to 180 days after sep-
aration or retirement. It’s now 
available for a full year, and 
offers help with taxes, spou-
sal employment, a variety of 
training, education and re-
location assistance. There is 
also help for those who are 
having interpersonal or rela-
tionship issues.

Resources
From Page 9

877-995-5247
Download free app in 

your phone’s app store

ability to (refuel) at higher 
altitudes and faster speeds.”

Air refueling is an essen-
tial tool in war operations; 
with the fuel that KC-135s 
bring, each branch of the 
U.S. military are prepared 
to respond to an incident 
at any time in any location. 
Joint partnerships between 
Airmen and Marines allows 
each branch to train in a 
joint environment and adapt 
to the different ways each 
branch performs.

“To be able to reach out 
jointly and fairly quickly, 
having the ability to coor-
dinate with each other and 
get each other to the same 
place, at the same time and 
location, across the country 
is pretty awesome,” Hamtak 
said. “I know air refueling 

is needed globally, and to be 
able to reach that benefit lo-
cally in order to go global is 
pretty awesome.”

The air refueling be-
tween the two branches 
shows the versatility of the 
KC-135.

“We provide the air re-
fueling component to train 
Marine aviators to be com-
petent and qualified in 
air refueling procedures,” 
O’Neill said. “It also gives us 
an opportunity to go to a dif-
ferent field, allowing us to 
gain a different level of pro-
ficiency and familiarity with 
going to different locations 
across the country.”

Fairchild AFB is home 
to the largest fleet of tank-
er aircraft in the world and 
provides aircraft with cru-
cial and provides the U.S. 
military and its allies with 
support to reach all corners 
of the globe and efficiently 
fight their mission.

Refuel
From Page 15

getting back in the pilot’s seat 
and flying over and over helped 
me overcome it.”

The young pilot was now on 
his way to make his dream a re-
ality. He received orders to fly 
the C-130H at Yokota Air Base, 
Japan, for three years and then 
transitioned to the C-130J.

“The mission is very re-
warding,” Rebolledo said. “We 
go into places that have been 
struck by natural disasters. 
The people there are extreme-
ly desperate because their lives 
have just been upended, so 
we bring in things to aid them 
like food, vaccines and cloth-
ing. When you are doing a job 
like that it’s pretty easy to take 
pride in your job.”

Rebolledo proved himself to 
be a skilled pilot and was given 
the critical task of teaching the 

next generation of Herk pilots.
“We are teaching those who 

have never touched the plane 
before,” said U.S. Air Force 
Maj. Chance Hansen, 62nd AS 
assistant director of operations 
and Rebolledo’s supervisor. 
“When you are teaching some-
one at that skill level, it takes a 
lot of extra work, and you real-
ly have to be on your game to be 
able to fly and be safe.”

Rebolledo takes gratification 
in being given the opportunity 
to communicate his knowledge 
and love of the C-130 to his suc-
cessors.

“Now, I take a lot of pride 
in being an instructor be-
cause I get to take my human-
itarian aid and wartime ex-
periences and translate that 
into something meaningful for 
these students who are coming 
through,” Rebolledo said.

Being able to accept that 
he won’t always have the right 
answer drives Rebolledo to 
find the proper solution to the 

problems at hand.
“It takes a lot of humility,” 

Rebolledo said. “To me that 
means recognizing that you 
don’t know everything and hav-
ing a humble spirit. It’s impor-
tant to always want to learn les-
sons from pilots who are older 
or younger than you.”

Rebolledo’s reputation as a 
pilot and an instructor has gar-
nered himself attention from 
his current leaders.

“He always had a very posi-
tive reputation as a pilot,” Han-
sen said. “He cares about what 
he does and shows up every day 
trying to be a better pilot than 
he was yesterday and is an ex-
cellent addition to the squad-
ron “

In the end, Rebolledo pur-
sued the C-130 legacy and used 
his heritage as motivation in 
order to make his dreams be-
come a reality.

“I’m immensely grateful 

and very satisfied with what I 
do,” Rebolledo said. “Being a 
C-130 pilot had been my dream 
from a young age so being able 
to self-actualize and obtain my 
dream is so deeply rewarding. I 

also gain a lot of satisfaction in 
imparting my love for this air-
plane and this mission to the 
new generation that is going to 
be flying and performing the 
tactical airlift mission.”
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Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

Footsteps
From Page 7

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jayden Ford

Capt. John Rebolledo, 62nd Airlift Squadron C-130J instructor pilot, flies 
a C-130J Aug. 28 at Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.
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0609 AreA 9
Fri.,  & Sat.  8-?  Furn.,
clothes,  hshld./kit.,
toys,  tools  &  more!

4867 Heritage Ct.

0852 VolkswAgen

2011  Jetta  S.  5  spd.,
A/C,  al l  pwr.,  runs
great. 4 cyl., 120k mi.,
$ 4 , 9 9 9  o b o .  D L R
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0851 ToyoTA

1999  Camry  LE.  V-6,
A/T,  all  pwr.,  clean
i n / o u t .  C l e a n
title/smog.  189k  mi.,
$ 3 , 4 0 0  o b o .  D L R
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

2001  Echo  A/T,  A/C.
Great  on  gas!  44+
MPG.  1  owner.  New
oil,  tires,  etc.  $2,900.
obo.  DLR  #42203.
(707)280-6816  Quin-
terosautosales.com

0841 nissAn

2014 Altima 2.5 SV. All
pwr.,  clean  t i t le  &
smog.  137k  mi.,  new
brakes,  belts,  tires.
$ 7 , 9 0 0  o b o  D L R
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

2017  Sentra  SR.  All
pwr.,  Super  low  25k
mi.,  Dealership wrnty.
A/T, $13,900 obo DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0315 FAirField 
Homes For renT
3bd./2ba.  desirable
west  side  cul-de-sac.
$2,200 mo. 1st, last, &
dep. Avail. 10/1.

530-908-5251

0501 Help wAnTed

••••••••••
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

Cable Installers
No experience

necessary.
WE WILL TRAIN.

Must have clean DL.
Call 707-317-3467

to apply

••••••••••
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However, she believes supporting the 
Air Force means more than just show-
ing up. 

“When you know better, you do bet-
ter,” she declared. “I don’t think we’ve 
unearthed a tenth of the things that we 
could do. It just takes a little rolling up 
sleeves, paying attention and asking the 
questions. 

“It bothers me that people are so in-
timidated because they want to sound 
intelligent. Well, guess what? I sound 
like an idiot - a lot - but I learn ev-
ery time I ask the question and I’m not 
fearful of doing that. I’m trying to fo-
cus more on the things that deepen my 
knowledge so that I can be a better ad-
vocate and not just talk at a superficial 
level. I feel like I can be a voice of that 
change and that’s part of my responsi-
bility of being a good citizen. I love my 
country.”

Impassioned and gleaming, Person 
elaborated on her belief in actions over 
words, or as she refers to it, “putting 
your money where your mouth is.”

“We need to have more of that pro-
defense (mentality), because the truth 
is our Airmen and our civil servants are 
the best workforce that we could ever 
strive for,” the former cheerleader ex-
pressed. “We have so many unsung he-
roes here, because people do transition 
out. That’s what it’s all about.”

Armed with knowledge about Cali-
fornia’s socioeconomic challenges, she 
expresses her concern for Airmen in a 
state with a population of 40 million.

“So, how do we be a source of support 
for them?” she asked. “We need to better 
understand ‘quality of life’ and what that 
means to today’s Airmen. What are the 
resources to help serve them, so that our 
country can benefit by their excellence?”

She caught sight of the time nearly 
an hour into her interview and quickly 
began collecting her things for a meet-
ing with the 60th Air Mobility Wing 
commander. She gave some final re-
marks before running out the door.

“In my industry, we chase shiny pen-
nies. What’s new and sexy, rather than 
try to fix foundation and cultures; and I 
have always wanted to be a part of, ‘let’s 
fix what isn’t,’” she said. “That’s why I 
applaud this base for being so progres-
sive and reaching out to find new and 
broader horizons.”

Person has supported Team Travis 
over the years because she became en-
thusiastically acquainted with the im-
pact of rapid global mobility.

“The base is not just an asset to Sola-
no County. This is an asset to our state 
and to AMC,” she said. “So, our (efforts) 
need to be broader than all of us. Travis 
isn’t ours. It’s everybody’s.”

pressure.
The Hurricane Hunters 

continued flying fixed mis-
sions out of Curaçao until 
they repositioned to Home-
stead Air Reserve Base, 
Florida on Aug. 28.

“Our mission is to go out 
and find the exact center of 
the storm and find how big 
the wind radius is and fig-
ure out what is going on in 
the storm environment,” 
said Capt. Garrett Black, 
53rd WRS aerial reconnais-
sance weather officer. “We 
then relay that information 
to the National Hurricane 
Center to improve their 
forecasts.”

Due to a lack of radar 
and weather balloons avail-
able over the Atlantic Ocean, 
the 53rd WRS flies into the 
storms, gathers the data 
and provides this data to 
the NHC to assist them with 

their forecasts and storm 
warnings by transmitting 
the information gathered via 
satellite communication ap-
proximately every 10 min-
utes.

In addition to its own 
atmospheric data collec-
tion mission, the 53rd WRS 
partners with the U.S. Na-
val Academy to collect wa-
ter temperatures in front of, 
directly under and behind a 
tropical system.

“We’ve been flying with 
the Navy for a number of 
years now and they’ve been 
releasing buoys, in front of 
hurricanes and in the hur-
ricane environment, to see 
how the water interacts with 
the atmosphere and how that 
overall affects the intensity 
of a hurricane,” Black said. 
“It’s adding more data to 
help solve this very difficult 
puzzle that is the genesis of 
storms and intensity of hur-
ricanes.”

The midshipmen of the 
Training and Research in 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Processes in Tropical Cy-
clones Program, conduct 
their own data collection 
mission as they ride along 
with the 53rd WRS.

While the Hurricane 
Hunters are collecting at-
mospheric measurements, 
we’re working closely with 
the loadmasters and con-
ducting our oceanic mea-
surements, explained U.S. 
Navy Capt. Beth Sanabia, an 
oceanography professor at 
USNA.

Data is collected by Air-
borne Expendable Bathy-
thermographs, which are 
parachute buoys that are de-
ployed from the rear of the 
aircraft. Depending on the 
flight pattern, time and oce-
anic features dictates how 
many can be deployed.

The data collected from 
the buoys is processed and 
readied on the aircraft and 
uploaded to the Global Tele-
communication System. The 
data is in a format that is 
recognized by forecast mod-
eling centers around the 

world, such as the European, 
Navy and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration forecast models.

The combined efforts of 
atmospheric and oceanic 
data collection increases the 
accuracy of forecasts, Sana-
bia said.

“Satellites are great these 
days, but they’re still miss-
ing a lot of (weather) infor-
mation that cannot be col-
lected via satellite,” Black 
said. ”So, it is important we 
get into the storm environ-
ment and sample in three di-
mensions: what’s going on in 
the storm by releasing our 
dropsondes, observing the 
surface of the water and get-
ting all the data at flight lev-
els to create that big picture 
of the storm to be ingested 
by forecast models and min-
imize errors.”

As Dorian made its way 
closer to the Florida coast, 
the Hunters returned to 
Keesler AFB Aug. 31, and 
continued operations from 
their home station.

Support
From Page 3

Hunters
From Page 6

U.S. Air Force photo/1st Lt. Ryan Smithies

1st Lt. Ryan Smithies, 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron pilot, flies a WC-130J Super Hercules into the eye of Hurricane Dorian 
Sep. 4 off the coast of Savannah, Georgia. During his mission, Dorian was a category 2 hurricane and intensified into a category 3.
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TERRAINSAir Force’s influence spans myriad of …

1) A special warfare 
trainee from the 
352nd Special 
Warfare Training 
Squadron participates 
in a memorial physical 
training session at the 
Triangle Pool Aug. 9 
on Keesler Air Force 
Base, Miss. The event 
was held in memory 
of Staff Sgt. Andrew 
Harvell, combat 
controller, who was 
killed in action on 
Aug. 6, 2011. 2) A 
509th Bomb Wing B-2 
Spirit refuels from a 
351st Aerial Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker during 
the Bomber Task Force 
training exercise Aug. 
29 over the United 
Kingdom. 3) Tech. Sgt. 
Matthew Plew, 48th 
Fighter Wing Public 
Affairs photojournalist, 
takes a selfie while 
documenting two 
F-15E Strike Eagles 
and an F-15C Eagle 
conducting aerial 
maneuvers Sept. 
3 over southern 
England.U.S. Air Force photo/Kemberly Groue

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Matthew PlewU.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jordan Castelan
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